
Event Report:
2016 Tour de Cure
Saturday June 4th, 2016

Report Dated: 2016-06-06
Submitted by: Kenneth Baucum, TRO Activities Committee Chairperson

Volunteer List: Kenneth Baucum, KG5CBM, Net Control
Ben Joplin, WB5VST, APRS Position Monitoring
Bob Hildebrand, KG5MQQ, SAG 1
Paul Teel, WB5ANX, SAG 2
Jerry Weikel, KE5PMK, SAG 3
Ray Young, K5CFY, SAG 4
Brian Gnad, KB5TSI, SAG 5
John Grace, KD5VSB, SAG 6
David Siebert, KF5YZW, SAG 8 [sic]

Tom Stround, KD5OPH, Safety 1
Stan Callahan, KA5STN, Sweep 24
Paul Young, KE5EHM, Sweep 45
Daniel Wills, KF5RHH, Sweep 70
Bart Pickens, N5TWB, Sweep 100

Statistics: 14 Volunteers, in 12 SAG vehicles, with 2 Command Post operators
171 messages passed over the air
26 requests for or offers of assistance
114.9 man-hours volunteered

Narrative: At 0600, radio operators began arriving at Hillcrest Hospital South, 
near 91st and Hwy 169 to begin setup for support of Tour de Cure, a 
cycling fund-raiser for diabetes research sponsored by the American 
Heart Association.

At 0730 the radio “net” (a term we use to describe a group of radio 
operators having an organized conversation around a topic) was 
opened and resources were deployed to the route. At 0738 the first 
cyclists were observed leaving the starting line and the SAG vehicles 
began dispersing quickly to monitor the route.

Rain began to make it’s way into the area around 0800 with a heavy 
downpour moving through between 0815 to 0845 from north to south 
along the entire course.

One of the SAG drivers was alerted visually to the incident as he drove
between Rest Stop 1 and Rest Stop 2 at about 8:45am, where he 
stopped and advised that he was out of the vehicle to investigate a 
cyclist who appeared to have crashed and he was going see if any 
help was needed.  He noted that the rider had hit her head, hip and 
received some "road rash" and required first aid. At 8:51am, he began 



loading and transportation of both the injured rider and a riding 
companion to rest stop number 2, noting that it was the closet rest 
stop to the incident and they did not seem to require 911 emergency 
medical assistance. The driver confirmed later that she was treated by
medical personnel at that rest stop, and that medical personnel at the 
rest stop were told she had experienced several concussions previous 
to this event, but the medical personnel didn't recommend any 
emergency transport, so we took care to monitor her state of mind 
throughout the remaining interactions we had with her. At 9:28am, the
driver called and advised that he was transporting both riders to the 
start/finish line and that they were not going to complete the ride. The
riders were dropped off at the finish line at about 10:22am.

The remainder of the event went without major incident.

At approximately 1241, one of our SAG drivers noted that 3 cyclists 
had made a wrong turn and were about 8 miles off course. The driver 
made an effort to stop and communicate with the cyclists, and gave 
them directions to return to the course, and offered to transport them.
Two cyclists elected to continue riding, while one requested transport.
A few quick calculations were made at the command post, and it was 
determined that the rest stops and event headquarters would likely be
closed before the cyclists could reach any of them, and that at the 
moment we knew they were off course, the nearest open rest stop 
was 20 miles away. By the time they were back on course, the next 
nearest rest stop was 30 miles away.

A decision was made to have one of the drivers who was previously 
released from duty to make a run out to the cyclists with water. A 
driver volunteered for the job, and delivered the water, while the 
driver who originally found them off course stayed with them to 
ensure they returned safety to the finish line. The last rider crossed 
the finish line at around 1515.

The communications “net” was closed and all remaining units 
informed to stand down. 

Lessons Learned: New logging software implemented by the Net Control station worked 
very well.  A few minor areas of improvement were noted. A paper pad
and pen proved to be a valuable backup to an otherwise very efficient 
system of logging.

The location for the radio command post was ideal in dry conditions, 
but blowing rain made hearing the radio difficult and staying dry 
became a concern quickly. In the future, the command post may seek 
shelter indoors or in a vehicle, such as the donated RV.

Suggestions: The roadside signage is great for SAG drivers to visualize and drive 
the route backwards, but the roadside paint markings could use 
improvement in some areas.  I’ll work to find out where the complaint 
was found, to help gauge the effectiveness. For other events, we find 
a single mark every one to two miles, or two marks before a turn and 
one after a turn to confirm are usually most helpful.



Praises: The Tulsa Repeater Organization was proud to be able to help Tour de 
Cure once again and we salute the Tour for it’s efforts in keeping riders
safe and providing a safe and welcoming atmosphere for our team to 
volunteer. Thank you once again for an excellent lunch, tshirts and for 
giving us a place to practice our skills of communication and be able 
to help keep cyclists safe while supporting a great cause!


